
 

Pass the message, please ! 

 

We praise God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who in his goodness has given us the 
opportunity to tackle this subject-Water baptism, 
which is of prime importance for the salvation of all 
men on this earth. The bible does not teach about 
« Water Baptism » only but also about the « Holy 
Spirit Baptism » as well as about « Repentance » 
etc. 

But in this tract we will expatiate mainly on the 
« Water Baptism » as a main topic, by responding to 
the following questions: What is water baptism? 
When and How should it be done? What do we 
do after having received water baptism? 

As for the Holy Spirit Baptism and Repentance, 
we have equally expatiated on them separately in 
our other tracts. We invite you to read them as well, 
in order be completely equipped. 

 
I / WHAT IS « WATER BAPTISM »? 

 Definition 

The Bible being the only document which 
speaks about God with accurateness contains the 
proper definition of its own terms. It tells us that 
« water baptism » is equally known as « baptism 
of repentance » (see Acts 13:24 ; Acts 19:4 ;Mark 
1:4 ; Luke 3:3) or « the baptism of John » (see 
Matt. 21:25 ; Mark 11 :30 ; Luke 7 :29 ; Luke 20:4 ; 
Acts 1:22).  John the Baptist was the messenger of 
God who preceded Jesus Christ and began to  bring 
sinners to God through repentance by baptising 
them in water for the forgiveness of their sins.             

Romans 6:3-4 and Colossians 2:12 tells us that 
water baptism is « our death and resurrection with 
Christ » i.e. burying one’s past life in water, with 
Jesus Christ. By emerging i.e coming up out of the 
water, is resurrecting with Jesus Christ for a new life. 

The universal dictionary comes to confirm the 
bible’s definition on the word « baptism » . The latin 
word for baptism is baptismos and in Greec 
baptisma. To baptise means to immerge i.e. to 
plunge into water. 

 

 

Let’s read the following passages  below  

« ... do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death … » (Rom.6 :3-4). 

 

« buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were 
raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 
who raised Him from the dead » (Colossians 2 :12). 
The word « bury » in this passage is the synonym of 
immerge or plunge into water. Therefore the water 
baptism which the bible talks about must be done 
solely by immersion in order to be conformable with 
the principle of  « being buried ». 
 

 Water baptism, the fundamental of 
christian life 

Baptism is an institution established by the Lord 
Jesus Christ in Matt. 28 :19; Mark 16 :15-16. That is 
why he himself was baptised as a model for us to 
follow (Luke 3 :21). It is an « act of  commitment » by 
which everyone who accepts Jesus Christ becomes or 
is called a christian. It is even the first thing to do 
before participating in the life of the church  of Jesus 
Christ. It is an inevitable foundation of the begining of 
the « christian walk » . As a result of this, no young 
convert in the primitive church could join the church 
without having been baptised first with water. 

 

Let’s read the following passages:     

Acts 2 :41 -The day of Pentecost: «… those who 
gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 
about three thousand souls were added to them ». 

Acts 9:17-22 -Saul of Tarsus: « … Immediately 
there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he 
received his sight at once; and he arose and was 
baptized. … Then Saul spent some days with the 
disciples at Damascus. Immediately he preached the 
Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God…”                                                                                                                             
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One can use any of these depending on which is available, 
as long as the individual can be entirely and perfectly 
immerged.  

N.B. To those who baptise, its always advisable to first 
pray and purify the water before the baptism. 

 
III / AFTER WATER BAPTISM WHAT NEXT ? 

 Desire and seek for the Holy Spirit baptism ! 
As seen in the  different bible passages, there is a 

bond between Water baptism and the Holy Spirit baptism. 
All those baptised by water must equally desire and seek 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit as soon as possible. This is 
obtained by FAITH and obedience in God through Jesus 
(Luke 11 :9). For more on Holy Spirit baptism, see our tract 
titled « The Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Speaking in 
tongues » 

 Be instructed on the ways of God for a good 
walk with him ! 

It’s necessary to be committed to the daily reading and 
meditation of God’s word so as to know the will of God for 
one’s life and  to walk well in the new life. It’s good to 
constantly frequent a God-fearing assembly, for a better 
follow-up and to persevere in the teachings (Acts 2 :41-42). 

 Desire and seek a true conversion of the 
heart ! 

A conversion of the heart is a total transformation of the 
old life into the new life in Christ i.e. being a good model of 
the christian faith , portraying worthily the character of 
Jesus and his testimony every day. Unfortunately, a 
majority have been discouraged from walking in this way 
and live as they like and no more according to what Jesus 
requires from all his children. 

CONCLUSION 
As we have seen, Water baptism is a formal order of 

the Lord, an order to which all who profess to follow him 
must be submissive to. All those who reject Water baptism 
simply nullify the will of God for their lives as written « And 
when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors 
justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of 
John.  But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of 
God for themselves, not having been baptized by him 
(Luke 7 :29-30). It’s important to note that, it’s possible for 
some people to be saved without water baptism. This was 
the case of the soldier on the cross who believed in Jesus, 
but could not be baptised because he was nailed/bound to 
a cross. It’s the same with a patient on his sick bed in the 
hospital who accepts Jesus and immediately dies without 
having the opportunity to be baptised. Such people have 
not refused baptism. This then must not be a pretext for 
those  who have the possibility to be baptised in water, to 
hesitate or to reject being baptised immediately or not at all 
Similarly in Acts 19 :1-7, the bible portrays a possibility of 
rebaptism. 
 

We can repeat our water baptism only if the former was not 
well done biblically as mentioned above, not because we 
change church (a living church), for Water baptism is 
universal and there exist only one valuable baptism as in 
Ephesians 4 :5 says. 

We would like to thank the Lord for this tract because 
its objective is to emphasise on the value of water 
baptism in the life of the christian so that it should be 
done as it ought to. We pray that it would bless you and 
that the Holy Spirit will help you to understand the other 
aspects which we have not mentioned in it. 

 

May the Peace of God be with you through Jesus ! 
 

A  CALL FOR REPENTANCE 
Dear reader, it’s not by chance that you come across this 

tract. It’s the will of God to enlighten and save you in this end 
time. Dear beloved, through this tract which you have just read, 
the Lord calls you to Him if you have not accepted him yet. 
Give him your life today in order to partake in his marvelous 
plan of salvation for you. If you decide now to follow him, then 
make the following prayer : 

 

Lord! Today I give you my life .I recognise that I’m a sinner 
and that without You I cannot be saved. I ask you to forgive me 
all my sins. I accept you as my personal Lord and Savior. 
Come and live in me in the name of Jesus Christ I pray. 

 

If you have sincerely said this prayer, then contact us so 
that we can help you. 

If you call yourself a christian, or belong to a religious 
milieu and participate in the church life  in one way or  another 
without having been baptised in water, know for sure beloved 
that you don’t yet belong to the Kingdom of God. You will be in 
it the day you accept Water baptism. Therefore go immediately 
to your leaders and be baptised. Contact us if need be. 

If having read this tract and you realise your baptism was 
not biblical, we encourage you to be baptised anew 
immediately while you still have the grace. Contact us and we 
will guide you on what to do. 

 If you are a christian who has already been baptised 
biblically but is not walking as a new creature i.e. your old life is 
still seen in you even while in the Lord, and nothing has 
changed in your old habits, know beloved that you will not be 
saved,  if you continue in this same old way. Repent  or you will 
perish ».       God bless you in the name of Jesus Christ !!! 
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   Water baptism conveys to salvation 
« He who does not believe…will be condemned» 

(Mark 16 :16) (see also Titus 3 :5; Acts 16 :30-33). 
Salvation is obtained by faith in Jesus Christ (Eph 

2 :8; Rom 10 :4-13). Obedience to water baptism  is the 
manifestation of this faith. The institution of baptism is in 
connection with our salvation. In the above verse, the  
« he who believes » signifies he who has FAITH. Also, 
« and is baptised » means : he who accepts to be 
baptised, will be saved by living in obedience to all the 
other prescriptions of the word of God. 

 

 Water baptism for the forgiveness of  sins  

« John came baptizing…for the remission of sins » 
(Mark 1:4). 

«Then Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptised…for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit » (Acts 2:38).   

Forgiveness of sin is obtained by faith in Jesus 
Christ. The moment we recognise that we are sinners 
and ask God for the  forgiveness of our sins, then by 
allowing oneself to be baptised with water, seals this act 
of repentance. That is why it is also called « baptism of 
repentance ». 

   Water baptism conveys to rebirth and 
separation from one’s past life 

According to the passages in Rom.6 :4-6/Titus 
3 :5/Colossians 5 :17/Rom 12 :2, he who receives water 
baptism becomes a new creature, i.e. he receives the 
image of Christ in him. The old man in him who was 
corrupted by  the power of sin is renewed to form a new 
nature in Jesus Christ. This does not come from the 
efforts of man but from the will and grace of God. 
Consequently, water baptism and the Holy Spirit 
baptism are obtained from the Lord, the deliverance of 
the old man, the power to overcome sin and the powers 
of darkness. Henceforth, we receive strength and power 
to live a new live, totally separated from the old life and 
all the lusts of this world.  

 Water baptism is the answer for a good 
conscience toward God 

 

The implication of this baptism is a call to follow the 
Lord with a clear conscience that does not condemn us 
anymore (1 Peter 3 :21). The decision to follow the Lord 
must be firm, sincere, voluntary and conscious. We 
have no right to force someone into water baptism, 
but we are obliged to teach water baptism and to 
encourage, in love, the children of God to be 
baptised. 

 

 

II / WHEN AND HOW SHOULD WATER BAPTISM 
BE DONE ? 

 

 Are there conditions that must be fulfilled 
before being baptised according to the scriptures ? 

The answer is YES ! According to the bible, water 
baptism is subjected to certain  principles so that it 
should not occur like in Acts 19 :1-7. 

It must be preceded by : 
 

1/ The Gospel  

 « Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart,…Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit » (Acts 2 :37-38). See also Rom 10:14&17. 

Faith comes from the Gospel we hear. In the same 
way, sincere repentance and change of lifestyle comes 
from a heart deeply touched by the gospel. The pure 
gospel is therefore a message of repentance which 
proclaims the plan of God’s salvation to us. (See the first 
message preached by John the Baptist in Matt 3 :1-3 ; 
By Jesus Christ in Matt 4 :17 ; Mark 1 :15). 2/ Faith in 

Jesus Christ and his work on the cross 

« …the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given 
to those who believe » (Gal.3 :22). See also . Eph2 :8 ; Rom 
10 :4-13 ;Rom 5 :1-2 He 11v6. 

Faith is the key that gives us access to all the grace of 
God, for it makes evident the work of the cross in our lives. 
It is the principal route through which man enters in 
communion with God. Therefore anything done on to God 
without faith is in vain. 

3/ A sincere repentance from the heart. 

 « …Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance » (Matt 
3 :8). See also Acts 2 :37-38 & Joel 2 :12-13. 

Repentance is the foundation of true conversion and 
when it’s not sincere and well done, it influences the 
christian life negatively. It’s important to note that the 
christian life is a life of continuous repentance and thus 
should be taken serious. 

4/ An understanding of what water baptism and 
Holy Spirit baptism as well as the capacity to bear fruits 
in keeping with repentance. 

According to Matt 3 :8&11, its improper to desire water 
baptism without seeking for  baptism in the Holy Spirit. It’s 
important to note that after receiving baptism, one must 
walk according to what it entails and to make it worthy. 
 

 Is there any biblical formula for water baptism? 
The answer is simply-No ! There is no such formula or  
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strategy which the bible recommends for water baptism. 
Baptising say « in the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit » as in Matt 28 :19-20  or « in the name of 
Jesus » only  as in Acts 2 :28 or again «  in the name of 
the Lord » as in Acts 10 :48, all these mean one and 
the same thing. It all comes from faith in Jesus Christ 
who gives this order and thus it’s not a formula.                         

In addition, we find nowhere in the bible any other 
order or prescription on water baptism because the one 
given by Jesus himself is sufficient. We can notice that 
the disciples baptised « in the name of Jesus », which 
was not a new commandment or another prescription of 
its own. For the bible says whatever we do in obedience 
to God , let it be done « in the name of Jesus » (Col 
3 :17). 

What does it mean to do something « in the 
name of Jesus » ? 

This simply means- to do it with Faith in Jesus, 
under the authority of Jesus, as quoted in the passage 
below. « ---teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts… whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus… » (Col.3 :16-
17). See also John 14 :13-14 ; 15 :16 ; 16 :23-24 ; 
Luke :9 :48 ; Mk 9 :41, 16 :17-18 ; Matt 18 :20. 
       As we must have noticed, there exist nothing in the 
word of God which is done without « the name of 
Jesus ». This is the reason why the apostles did all in 
the name of Jesus according to the order he gave 
them. Water baptism is a matter of FAITH and not a 
formula or strategy for it is Faith in Jesus that saves. 
This aspect ought therefore not to create conflict 
among the children of God.  
 

 When should water baptism be done ? 
According to the word of God, this baptism is to be 

taken immediately, the moment one receives Jesus 
Christ as his personal Lord and Savior. We find nowhere 
in it that a baptism was shifted for any reason 
whatsoever? 

«…The Eunuch said ‘see, here is water. What 
hinders me from being baptized?… »  (Acts 8:26-39). 
(See also Act 8 :12 ; 9 :17-18 ; 10 :44-48 ; 16 :14-15 ; 
18 :8 ; 25-33)-the notion of being baptised immediately. 

The testimony of the Ethiopian eunuch’s water 
baptism is very remarkable. It shows us that, one must 
be ready to receive his baptism in any favorable or 
unfavorable condition or state as long as this is within his 
reach. Reading all the passage of the Eunuch, we 
understand that he was on a journey. He did not foresee 
his encounter with Philippe or to take any water baptism 
But according to the grace that was given to him, 

 

 his heart was really touched so that he urged Philipp, the 
Evangelist to baptise him immediately, for he saw 
nothing to stop him from doing this. 

Philippe did not impose any thing to him. He only 
said « if you believe » and of course he did believe. Thus 
in other to be saved, one has to believe and be baptised 
without delay. All the above quoted passages make us 
understand that the baptism of anybody who long to be 
saved is not to be postponed whatever the reason except 
beyond our influence.  

 

 How is water baptism to be done ? 
The bible gives a clear answer to this question : 
« Then all Jerusalem, (etc) ... went out to him  and 

were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their 
sins » (Matt 3 :5-6). 

This passage entails that one must first repent 
sincerely from all his sins, confessing them and ask God 
for forgiveness. After which he is baptised by immersion 
in water in the name of Jesus Christ, where there is 
enough water to ensure immersion. 

Apart from this, there is no other manner that the 
bible recommends (Read Mk 1 :4-5). 

 

 Is it necessary to take a course(classes) 
before being baptised ? 

The answer is NO ! But one can take up the pain to 
explain what water baptism is to the one who wants to be 
baptised, just as Philip did to the Ethiopian Eunuch. To 
do this, one does not need days, months or years. If the 
gospel of Jesus was well presented as in those days, we 
would find no non baptised « christians » in the church of 
the Lord today, because the « gospel » embodies all the 
instructions necessary to be saved. 

   At what age should one be baptised ? 
The bible doesn’t specify a particular age for water 

baptism. In reality, it’s difficult and even impossible to fix 
an age for baptism because not all have the same 
capacity to understand why its good to turn to Jesus and 
remain consecrated to him each day of one’s life, fleeing 
from all sin and pollution of the world. 

 Water baptism is the pledge of a good 
conscience toward God, therefore it’s when one attends 

a reasonable reasonable age ie. capable of 
distinguishing good from evil that he can be baptised. It is 
therefore evident that one can’t baptise babies or 
children who can neither understand nor be committed.     

 Where can one be baptised ? 
It’s important to note that one should be baptised 

where there is enough water (John 3 :23-24; Matt 3 :5-6 ; 
Acts 8 :36-39) for immersion of the young convert. For 
example, in swimming-pools, river or even in a bad in 
one’s bathroom. 
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